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WebEx How-To 

Ask questions in the Q&A 
panel 

You will automatically be 
connected the Audio 
Broadcast with your 
computer 

Erikson Institute:  
a graduate school in child development 

…and more. 

• Continuing Education 

– Special events, with national speakers 

– Half- and full-day face-to-face workshops and series 

– Webinars 

– Online modules (coming soon) 

• Customized training 

– For groups of professionals, or individuals 

• Consultation and protracted training 

– For organizations, designed to develop a deep impact in practice 

Certificate of Attendance 

• We will announce a link at the end of the webinar 

• You must copy down the link to retrieve your certificate 

• Enter the link into your browser to access the certificate 

• You will also receive a follow up email that will include a 
link to the certificate 

• If you watch the recording you can write down the link at 
the end of the playback and enter it into your browser.  

• Sorry, we do not offer support for certificates of 
participation, please no emails or calls. 
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Receiving Credit 
• Erikson Institute can provide continuing education credit for a fee. 

Certificates of attendance are not credit bearing they are simply 
clock hours. 
 

• To receive continuing education credit for this webinar, you must 
complete the post-survey.  This certifies you completed the 
webinar. 
– The survey will pop up automatically in your browser when the 

webinar ends. 
 

• After the webinar a unique link will be included in the follow up 
emails if you wish to purchase credit. 
 

• Questions can be directed to: 
Webinars@Erikson.edu 
312-893-7171 

 

• Ed Greene 

• David Kleeman 

• Alice Wilder 

• Hedda Sharapan 

• Roberta Schomburg 

• Warren Buckleitner 

• Michael Robb 

• Alexis Lauricella 

• Faith Rogow 

• Lisa Guernsey 

• Michael Levine 

• Karen N. Nemeth 

• Howard P. Parette 

• Craig Blum 

• Kate Highfield 

• Mark Baily 

• Bonnie Blagojevic 

• Brian Puerling 

• Angela Fowler 

• Tamara Kaldor 

• Luisa M. Cotto 

• Cen Campbell 

• Carisa Kluver 

• Amanda Armstrong 

• Many of the contributing authors were inspired by 
the legacy of Fred Rogers and his approach to the 
technology of his day.  

• Like Fred, they always consider what is best for the 
child’s development and learning first, and share a 
commitment to using technology as a tool to 
support relationships, social-emotional 
development, and pro-social behaviors.  

mailto:Webinars@Erikson.edu
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There is no scientific or technological advance that is either good or bad in 
itself. It is only as we human beings give meaning to science or technology 
that they will have a positive or negative thrust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have to help give children tools, building blocks for active play.  And the 
computer is one of those building blocks.  No computer will ever take the 
place of wooden toys or building blocks.  But that doesn’t mean they have to 
be mutually exclusive. 

• Relationships and social-emotional development matter 

• Child development, DAP and ECE “essentials” matter 

• Lisa Guernsey’s 3Cs – Content, Context and Child matter 

• Creating media matters 

• Digital media literacy matters 

• Learning beyond the screen matters 

• Caring adults as media mentors matters 

To make informed decisions regarding the 
intentional use of technology and interactive 
media in ways that support children’s learning 
and development, early childhood teachers and 
staff need information and resources about the 
nature of these tools and the implications of 
their use with children. 
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Research is needed to better understand how young children use and learn with 
technology and interactive media and also to better understand any short- and long-
term effects. Research also is needed to support evidence-based practice for the 
effective and appropriate uses of technology and interactive media as tools for 
learning and development in early childhood settings.  

As multi-touch technologies and other emerging user interface possibilities become 
more affordable and available, new research is needed on what young children are 
able to do and how these tools and media can be integrated in a classroom.  

Research-based evidence about what constitutes quality technology and interactive 
media for young children is needed to guide policy and inform practice, and to 
ensure that technology and media tools are used in effective, engaging, and 
appropriate ways in early childhood programs. 

 

With decades of research and scientific understanding of child development 
and more than 40 years of science and study of children’s television use, a 
research literature has been established around the intersections of child 
development and traditional media technology. However, with the 
introduction of new technologies devices and applications, questions about 
developmentally appropriate usage of technology arise frequently, especially 
when it comes to use with younger children…more research needs to be 
done on the impact of technology, especially newer technologies, on 
children’s learning and development, but there are ways in which educators 
can utilize what is known about more traditional media platforms to make 
smart media choices regarding new media devices.  

       Michael B. Robb & Alexis Lauricella 

Alexis Lauricella, PhD 
Associate Director 
Center on Media and Human Development 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois 

 

Michael Robb, PhD 
Director of Research 
Common Sense Media 
San Francisco, CA 
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Connecting Child Development and Technology:  
What We Know and What It Means 

 

Michael Robb & Alexis Lauricella 

Physical Development 
 

Gross motor skills:  
Ability to reach out, grab 

objects 

Fine motor skills:  

manipulate small objects 

Physical Development 
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Physical Development 
 

Harder 

Easier 

Cognitive Development  
 Experimentation & Play 

Cognitive Development  
 Limited Cognitive 

Capacity 

Reduce cognitive load 
required to use technology 
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Cognitive Development 

Rely on improved memory, 
attention, & language skills 

Cognitive Capacity 
Improves with Age 

Language Development 

As language improves, children are better able 
to follow storylines & understand media 

content 

Language skills improve rapidly during preschool years 
 

Academic Learning from Television 
 

Children learn from educational TV programs 
such as Sesame Street, Blue’s Clues,  

& Dora the Explorer 
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Teacher Take Away  

Consider learning goals of technology 

Remaining Questions  

How can the intentional use of tablet computers 
and interactive whiteboards contribute to 

children’s learning?  

 

How can technology and digital media be used 
to support children’s play and creativity?  

The Role of Formal Features  
 

Direct attention to key parts 
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Teacher Take Away  

• Look for formal features that support 
comprehension, and don’t distract! 

Remaining Questions  

How do children understand the formal features 
that occur in interactive media? 

 

How can “hotspots” be effectively used to 
support children’s learning in areas such as 

literacy, numeracy, or social-emotional 
development? 

Social Relevancy  
 

Young children learn well from other people and 
characters they know. 
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Teacher Take Away  

Interactions with characters are especially 
helpful when related to learning goals! 

Teacher Takeaway 

Kids like to see other kids like themselves! 

Remaining Questions  

Does technology that allows increased social 
relevancy better support learning? 

 

Does an increased emergence as an active 
player contribute to improved learning, or to 

opportunities for integrating educational 
content? 
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Co-viewing and Adult Influence  
 
 

Watching and playing 
together! 

Teacher Take Away  

• Use tech to encourage adult-child interaction! 

Remaining Questions  

How do parents and educators with different 
attitudes toward learning, educational 

backgrounds, and skills sets interact with 
children around digital media? 

 

What features of digital media impact parent-
child interactions? 
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Newer Digital Media  

Gains in vocabulary 

Newer Digital Media  

Gains in vocabulary 

Newer Digital Media  

Increased fraction knowledge 
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Newer Digital Media  

Teacher Take Away  

• Be careful of claims about the educational 
effectiveness  

• Consider how technology may be used 
cooperatively 

• Remember that digital tools may have 
different impacts depending on children’s 
background 

Remaining Questions  

What are the formal features used in apps? 

 

How are learning goals embedded  

within the content?  

 

What does co-use look like and  

how can it be enhanced? 
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What can you do in the 
absence of research on new 

technologies? 

Q & A 

Ask questions in the Q&A panel 

Blending and Balancing… 
Perhaps it is the blending and balancing of interactive 
technology and interactions with others that offers the most 
promise for effective and appropriate uses of technology in the 
early years – closely connecting Fred Rogers’ approach with our 
emerging understanding of appropriate and intentional use of 
digital media to support early learning. 

 Chip Donohue 
 Dean of Distance Learning and Continuing Education 
 Director, TEC Center 
 Senior Fellow and Advisor, Fred Rogers Center 
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www.teccenter.erikson.edu 

Click TECH IN THE EARLY YEARS 

 

©Erikson Institute 2015 

This webinar is the property of Erikson Institute and 
should not be reproduced, reused, rebroadcasted or 
redistributed without the express written consent 
of Erikson Institute. 

Upcoming Conversations/Webinars 
• Technology Tools for Strengthening Communities  

with Luisa Cotto 
October 14, 2015  
1:00pm – 2:00pm CST   
  

• New Research on Teacher Practices and  
Use of Technology in the Early Childhood Classroom  
with Courtney Blackwell, Ph.D.  
December 1, 2015  
1:00pm – 2:00pm CST    

 

     

© 2015 Erikson Institute  

Check out our complete 
offerings by visiting: 
www.erikson.edu/ce 

 

http://www.erikson.edu/ce
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Thank You! 

Follow us! 

Reminder: 

To receive continuing education credit for 
this webinar, you must complete the  

post-survey.  This certifies you completed 
the webinar. 
 

The survey will pop up automatically in 
your browser when you close the webinar 
window. 


