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WebEx How-To 

Ask questions in the Q&A 
panel 

You will automatically be 
connected the Audio 
Broadcast with your 
computer 

Erikson Institute:  
a graduate school in child development 

…and more. 

• Continuing Education 

– Special events, with national speakers 

– Half- and full-day face-to-face workshops and series 

– Webinars 

– Online modules (coming soon) 

• Customized training 

– For groups of professionals, or individuals 

• Consultation and protracted training 

– For organizations, designed to develop a deep impact in practice 

Certificate of Attendance 
• We will announce a link at the end of the webinar 

• You must copy down the link to retrieve your certificate 
• Enter the link into your browser to access the certificate 

• You will also receive a follow up email that will include a 
link to the certificate 

• Certificates are in PDF format 

• If you watch the recording you can write down the link at 
the end of the playback and enter it into your browser.  

• Sorry, we do not offer support for certificates of 
participation, please no emails or calls. 



4/20/2015 

3 

Receiving Credit 

• Erikson Institute can provide continuing education credit 
for a fee. Certificates of attendance are not credit 
bearing they are simply clock hours. 
 

• Why should I purchase credit? What is it used for? 
 

• Erikson Continuing Education Credit can include the 
following types based on offering: 

– CEUs, CPDUs, SWCEUs  

 

Receiving Credit Continued  
• To receive continuing education credit for this webinar, you 

must complete the post-survey.  This certifies you completed 
the webinar. 

– The survey will pop up automatically in your browser when 
the webinar ends. 

• After the webinar a unique link will be included in the follow 
up emails if you wish to purchase credit. 

• Questions can be directed to: 

Webinars@Erikson.edu 

312-893-7171 

 

Technology and Digital 
Media in the Early Years: 
Tools for Teaching and 
Learning 

mailto:Webinars@Erikson.edu
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• Ed Greene 

• David Kleeman 

• Alice Wilder 

• Hedda Sharapan 

• Roberta Schomburg 

• Warren Buckleitner 

• Michael Robb 

• Alexis Lauricella 

• Faith Rogow 

• Lisa Guernsey 

• Michael Levine 

• Karen N. Nemeth 

• Howard P. Parette 

• Craig Blum 

• Kate Highfield 

• Mark Baily 

• Bonnie Blagojevic 

• Brian Puerling 

• Angela Fowler 

• Tamara Kaldor 

• Luisa M. Cotto 

• Cen Campbell 

• Carisa Kluver 

• Amanda Armstrong 

25 Contributing Authors 

Follow Fred’s lead…Use tech “with” rather than “instead of” 

We have to help give children tools, building blocks for active 

play.  And the computer is one of those building blocks.  No 

computer will ever take the place of wooden toys or building 

blocks.  But that doesn’t mean they have to be mutually exclusive. 

• Relationships and social-emotional development matter 

• Child development, DAP and ECE “essentials” matter 

• Lisa’s 3Cs – Content, Context and Child matter 

• Creating media matters 

• Digital media literacy matters 

• Learning beyond the screen matters 

What Matters Most? 
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Technology and interactive media are tools 
that can promote effective learning and 
development when they are used intentionally 
by early childhood educators, within the 
framework of developmentally appropriate 
practice to support learning goals established 
for individual children.  

From the Joint Position Statement 

Lisa Guernsey 
Director, Early Education Initiative  
Director, Learning Technologies Project 
New America 
http://www.edcentral.org/earlyed/  

 

Michael Levine, PhD 
Founding Director 
Joan Ganz Cooney Center at Sesame Workshop 
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org  
 

Pioneering Literacy in the Digital Age 

Pioneering Literacy in the Digital Age 
When used well, digital media can enable access to information and stories, 
while also connecting schools, teachers, students, and families within 
neighborhoods, around the nation and around the world… 

…This culture simultaneously requires a host of new literacy skills and 
affords a dramatic re-envisioning of learning environments for both children 
and teachers. Even young children are able to not only access but also 
produce content that can be shared and reacted to by a community beyond 
the classroom. New technologies also offer possibilities for augmenting 
traditional approaches to instruction, as well as providing more assistance to 
parents. They can help us develop mixed models that blend in-school and 
informal, out of-school learning.  

http://www.edcentral.org/earlyed/
http://www.edcentral.org/earlyed/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org
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To begin our conversation… 

 

What is the media landscape today? 

 

How are young children using digital media? 

 

What are they learning from it? 

 

What should educators and families do? 

  

Media Overload? 
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Among 0- to 8-year-olds, time spent with media each day 

:06 

:25 

:29 

:29 

1:44 TV/videos

Reading/being read to

Listening to music

Computer or video games

Other computer activities

  

An Explosion of 

“Educational Apps” 

 
More than 1 million apps on 

iTunes and 80,000 of them are 

marked as educational apps  

 

Image © Shutterstock 
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How is the early childhood field responding? 

 

How can Lisa’s 3Cs framework help 

educators and parents think about young 

children, technology and digital media? 

  

Sesame Street photo used with permission. Photo of Gov 

Patrick used under Creative Commons license.  

  

Strengthening Teaching and Learning 
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What has your research and analysis shown 

you about the intersection of child development, 

early learning, early literacy and digital media? 

  

Bronfenbrenner (1979); Takeuchi (2011) 
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The New Co-Viewing 
 

Joint Media Engagement 

  

2012-2014:  

The Digital Wild West 

Learning at home: Families’ educational media use in America (2014) 

  

Among 2-10 year-olds, percent who use 

educational media… 

Daily 
34% 

Weekly 
46% 

Less than weekly/ 
not at all 

20% 

Source: The Families and Media Project, Joan 

Ganz Cooney Center. 
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Learning at home: Families’ educational media use in America (2014) 

  

Differences by Race and Ethnicity 

 
Hispanic/Latino parents are most likely to want more 

information about educational media. 

46% 

57% 

74% 

White

Black

Hispanic/Latino

Among parents of 2-10 year-olds, percent who want more information about  

the best educational media for their children: 

Source: The Families and Media Project, Joan 

Ganz Cooney Center. 

  

New Strategies Emerging Across the Country 

  

What’s In Store 
Scanning descriptions of popular 

and award-winning kids’ language 

and literacy apps 

Sarah E. Vaala and Anna Ly 

The Joan Ganz Cooney Center 

at Sesame Workshop 
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Abundance of literacy apps for 3- to 5-year-olds 

Target ages for languages/literacy apps 
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What apps aim to teach: basic skills 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Writing/typing letters

Reading comprehension

Upper & lowercase letter knowledge

Sight words

Spelling

Phoneme awareness

Vocabulary

Alphabet knowledge / letter sounds

Percent of apps 

Most common language/literacy skills targeted in apps 

Award-winning

Top 50 - paid

Top 50 - free

  

Revealing almost no information about who is 

doing the developing 
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Curriculum? Rarely mentioned. 
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Percent of apps that mention an underlying curriculum 
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Little information on how apps are tested 

77% 

21% 

2% 

Percent of apps that mention research 

No research

Usability/appeal

Efficacy and usability/appeal

  

Of the top-50 most popular apps, very few 

won awards 

Award-
Winners Not 

in Top 50 
 83% 

Popular Paid 
Apps That 

Won Awards 
11% 

Popular Free 
Apps That 

Won Awards 
6% 
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Award-winning apps cost a little more than 

popular paid apps 
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Prices of top paid and awarded apps 

Top paid apps

Awarded apps

 

  

It’s clear we have a lot of work to do, but you’ve also 

given us hope and identified potential paths forward.   

 

Based on your research, the book chapter and your 

upcoming book, TAP CLICK READ, what are some of 

the most promising practices and emerging 

technologies that are connecting the dots between 

child development, learning, language development, 

literacy, reading and digital media for 21st century 

teaching and learning?   
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The Quiet Crisis 

  

Time to gear up and 

harness digital 

media in solving 

this crisis 
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iPads and Family Literacy in Maine 

Comienza en Casa | It Starts At Home 

What This Means for 

You 

  

What does all of this mean for early 

childhood educators and parents? 

What This Means for 

You 

  

 Recommendations for Educators and Parents 

• Develop a Tap, Click, Read mindset 

• Think literacies, plural 

• Use the Three C’s 

• Seek opportunities for joint 

engagement with media 

• Do not create isolated “tech” time 

• Partner with librarians and media 

specialists 
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What This Means for 

You 

  

• Push for high-quality early learning across 

the 0-8 continuum 

• Demand equity in digital infrastructure 

• Equip and deploy media mentors to help 

teachers and parents be more selective 

• Recognize the power of coalitions of 

parents, educators, and community leaders 

as advocates for change 

• Imagine READIALAND 

 Recommendations for Mobilizing Action 

READIA LAND 

What This Means for 

You 

  

Thanks to Our Funders 
 

• Pritzker Children’s Initiative 
• Heising-Simons Foundation 
• Bezos Family Foundation 
• Foundation for Child Development 
• Alliance for Early Success 
• Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
• W. Clement and Jessie V. Stone Foundation 
• Joyce Foundation 
• McKnight Foundation 
• David & Lucile Packard Foundation 
• Haas Jr. Family Fund 
• W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
• Annie E. Casey Foundation 
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Q & A 

Ask questions in the Q&A panel 

©Erikson Institute 2015 

This webinar is the property of Erikson Institute and 
should not be reproduced, reused, rebroadcasted or 
redistributed without the express written consent 
of Erikson Institute. 

Upcoming Conversations/Webinars 
• Technology as a Tool for Social-Emotional Development:  

What We Can Learn from Fred Rogers’ Approach 
with Hedda Sharapan  
May 28, 2015 1:00 pm – 2:30pm CST 
 

• Connecting Child Development and Technology:  
What We Know and What It Means  
with Alexis Lauricella, Ph.D. & Michael Robb, Ph.D. 
August 12, 2015 1:00pm – 2:30pm CST    
  

• Technology Tools for Strengthening Communities  
with Luisa Cotto 
October 14, 2015 1:00pm – 2:30pm CST     
   

 

     

© 2015 Erikson Institute  

Check out our complete 
offerings by visiting:  

www.erikson.edu/ce 

 

http://www.erikson.edu/ce
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Thank You! 

Follow us! 

Reminder: 

To receive continuing education credit for 
this webinar, you must complete the  

post-survey.  This certifies you completed 
the webinar. 
 

The survey will pop up automatically in 
your browser when you close the webinar 
window. 


